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We offer no objections to their existing clan 
No one disputes with them this right, we question but the plan  
On which they act, - that only he who wears upon his breast 
Their emblem, he for every post shall be considered best. 

Anonymous Yale student, 1873. 
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Authors Preface: 
America's Secret Establishment 

After 16 books and 25 years in basic research I thought I'd heard it all ... the world was a confused mess, 
probably beyond understanding and certainly beyond salvation - and there was little 'l could do about it. 

Back in 1968 my Western Technology and Soviet Economic Development was published by the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University. In three substantial volumes I detailed how the West had built the Soviet 
Union. However, the work generated a seemingly insoluble puzzle - why have we done this? Why did we build 
the Soviet Union, while we also transferred technology to Hitler's Germany? Why does Washington want to 
conceal these facts? Why have we boosted Soviet military power? And simultaneously boosted our own? 

In subsequent books, the Wall Street series, I added more questions - but no answers. I had more or less 
arrived at the conclusion that there was no rational answer that could be proven. 

Then a year or so ago I received an eight-inch batch of documents - nothing less than the membership lists 
of an American secret society. Glancing through the sheets it was more than obvious - this was no ordinary 
group. The names spelled Power, with a capital P. As I probed each individual a pattern emerged ... and a 
formerly fuzzy world became crystal clear. 

The book you will read here is a combined version of a series reporting on this research. Each volume builds 
on the previous volume in a logical step-by-step process. 

These volumes will explain why the West built the Soviets and Hitler; why we go to war, to lose; why Wall 
Street loves Marxists and Nazis; why the kids can't read; why the Churches have become propaganda founts; 
why historical facts are suppressed, why politicians lie and a hundred other whys. 

This series is infinitely more important than the original Western Technology series on technological 
transfers. If I have a magnum opus, this is it. 

ANTONY C. SUTTON 
Phoenix, Arizona 
 July 30, 1983 
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Introduction for 2002 Edition 
AMERICAS SECRET ESTABLISHMENT has had an unusual publishing history. 

The book began with an anonymous donation to the author of an 8-inch package of documents in the early 
1980s. Nothing less than the membership list and supporting documents for a truly secret society the Yale Skull and 
Bones. 

The late Johnny Johnson, of Phoenix Arizona was the spark that moved me to write first a four-part series and 
later, a jumbo volume based on this material. This volume went to several editions with several publishers, even a 
Russian edition of 12,000 copies. Probably in the past few years, as many copies have been sold in Russia as in the 
United States. 

America's Secret Establishment has had little publicity, few reviews ignored by mainline distributors yet, has sold 
steadily for the past 16 years at a rate of several hundred copies a month. 

This activity, in turn, has generated other articles and books by other authors. But my real intent, to generate an 
exploration of Hegelian influence in modern America, has not been fulfilled. In great part, this can be attributed to 
an educational system based on a statist-Hegelian philosophy, and which has already achieved the "dumbing down" 
of America. 

This disastrous, destructive philosophy, the source of both Naziism and Marxism, has infected and corrupted our 
constitutional republic. Much of the blame for this corruption is with an elitist group of Yalie "Bonesmen." Their 
symbol of Skull and Bones, and their Hegelian philosophy, says it all, although with typical duplicity, they would 
have you believe otherwise. 

Hegelianism glorifies the State, the vehicle for the dissemination of statist and materialist ideas and policies in 
education, science, politics and economics. 

Wonder why we have a "dumbed-down" society? Look no further than the Bonesman troika who imported the 
Prussian education system into the U.S. in the 19`h Century. A political philosophy in direct opposition to the 
classical liberalism nurtured in 19`h Century British and American history. In classical liberalism, the State is always 
subordinate to the individual. In Hegelian Statism, as we see in Naziism and Marxism, the State is supreme, and the 
individual exists only to serve the State. 

Our two-parry Republican-Democrat (= one Hegelian party, no one else welcome or allowed) system is a 
reflection of this Hegelianism. A small group - a very small group - by using Hegel, can manipulate, and to some 
extent, control society for its own purposes. 

More than that, reflect on their pirate flag. An emblem found on poison bottles, the symbol of the Nazi 
Death Head Division in World War Two. Not only did Skull and Bones become a major force in drug 
smuggling (the Bush and Prescott families in the 1860s), but in true Hegelian fashion, generated the antithesis, 
the so-called "war on drugs." This hypocritical policy maintains the price of drugs, controls supply, and puts 
millions in jail while the gainers, in great part, are none other than the same "Bonesmen" who pass the laws to 
prohibit (Bonesman Taft, 1904). 

Right and Left - A Control Device 
For Hegelians, the State is almighty, and seen as "the march of God on earth." Indeed, a State religion. 

Progress in the Hegelian State is through contrived conflict: the clash of opposites makes for progress. If 
you can control the opposites, you dominate the nature of the outcome. 

We trace the extraordinary Skull and Bones influence in a major Hegelian conflict: Naziism vs. 
Communism. Skull and Bones members were in the dominant decision-making positions - Bush, Harriman, 
Stimson, Lovett, and so on - all Bonesmen, and instrumental in guiding the conflict through use of "right" and 
"left." They financed and encouraged the growths of both philosophies and controlled the outcome to a 
significant extent. This was aided by the "reductionist" division in science, the opposite of historical 
"wholeness." By dividing science and learning into narrower and narrower segments, it became easier to 
control the whole through the parts. 

In education, the Dewey system was initiated and promoted by Skull and Bones members. Dewey was an 
ardent statist, and a believer in the Hegelian idea that the child exists to be trained to serve the State. This 
requires suppression of individualist tendencies and a careful spoon-feeding of approved knowledge. This 



"dumbing down" of American education is not easily apparent unless you have studied in both foreign and 
domestic U.S. universities - then the contrast becomes crystal clear. 

This dumbing down is now receiving attention. Two excellent books are The Deliberate Dumbing Down of 
America, by Charlotte Thomson Iserbyt (Conscience Press, Revenna Ohio, 2001), and The Dumbing Down of 
America, by John Taylor Gotta. Both books trace this process to the impact of education, and both give 
remarkable detail of the process. We go further, in that we trace the import of the system to three Yalies ­
members of Skull & Bones. 

For Iserbyt, in The Deliberate Dumbing Down of America, the American education system begins with 
Rockefeller and Gates. But in fact, this statist system is a reflection of the Hegelian ideas brought to the United States 
by the Skull and Bones "troika" of Gilman, White and Dwight, and then financed by Rockefeller. 

People Control 

Today in California, one can see in real time the use of controlled conflict to achieve a desired outcome. The debate 
over the energy crisis is carefully contained to a debate over price caps and price control. Republicans want no caps 
and no controls. Most Democrats want price controls through caps. 

But look at what is NOT discussed anywhere. The entire spectrum of almost free energy, based on a decade of 
research is carefully kept out of the discussion. Isn't this highly relevant to an energy crisis? 

In fact, the existence of free energy systems just down the road is the reason for the controlled debate. Mills 
Blacklight Power now has its patents and some utilities have already bought in. Bearden's MEG energy from space, is 
under discussion. Working models exist. The maligned cold fusion has hundreds of successful experiments, but so far 
as we know, cannot be repeated with sufficient assurance. Other systems have come into the view of government 
agencies, and then disappear from sight. 

A knowing public would ask, Why are these not included in the discussion?" - Simple. Because the utilities know 
they are for real, and only a few years down the road. The problem for utilities is not the price of energy today, but how 
to dump their fixed assets (hydro plants, transmission lines, etc.) onto the public. These "valuable" assets will have zero 
value down the road, because all new systems are stand-alone units which don't need fixed plant and transmission lines. 
If the public is aware of the dilemma of the utilities, the ability to dump assets onto the State is heavily reduced. 

The Republican-Democrat debate over "caps" is a diversion. The relevant question carefully avoided is, how long 
will it take to get these new systems into production? 

Another example is Monsanto Corporation development of genetic engineering and predator seed, a barely-concealed 
effort for world domination of agriculture. 

President George Bush, Jr. , a Bonesman, appoints a Monsanto vice president, Dr. Virginia Weldon, as Director 
of Food and Drug Administration, which has the power to block labeling of genetically-engineered foods, and pass 
on other corporate control efforts. 

Just before this, in New Technology, we had the 1989 dramatic announcement of "cold fusion." When this 
announcement was made public, President George Bush (also a Bonesman) called establishment scientist the late 
physicist Seagrum into his office and gave instructions. 

We don't know what was said, but we know what happened. Cold fusion, a valid process for free energy, as was 
subsequently revealed, was slandered and harassed by the establishment, no doubt fearful of what free energy would 
do to the oil industry. 

What is to be Done? 

If the voting public was even vaguely aware of this rampant and concealed scenario, it could, and possibly would 
force change. However, this is not a likely possibility. Most people are "go-along" types, with limited personal 
objectives and a high threshold for official misdeeds. 

What has taken over a century to establish cannot be changed in a few years. The initial question is education. 
To eliminate the Hegelian system that stifles individual initiative and trains children to become mindless zombies, 
serving the State. 

We need a lot less propaganda for "education" and a more individual creative search for learning. Instead of 
more money for education, we need to allocate a lot less. The existing system of education is little more than a 



conditioning mechanism. It has little to do with education in the true sense, and a lot to do with control of the 
individual. 

It is more likely that time, rather than the voting booth, will erode the secret power of this Yale group, Nothing 
this outrageous can survive forever. 

Antony Sutton 



Memorandum Number One: Is There A Conspiracy Explanation For 
Recent History? 

The reader anxious to get into the story of The Order should go directly to Memorandum Number Two. 
This section concerns methods, evidence and proof. Essential, but perhaps boring for most readers. 

During the past one hundred years any theory of history or historical evidence that falls outside a pattern 
established by the American Historical Association and the major foundations with their grantmaking power has 
been attacked or rejected - not on the basis of any evidence presented, but on the basis of the acceptability of 
the argument to the so-called Eastern Liberal Establishment and its official historical line. 

The Official Establishment History 

There is an Establishment history, an official history, which dominates history textbooks, trade publishing, 
the media and library shelves. The official line always assumes that events such as wars, revolutions, scandals, 
assassinations, are more or less random unconnected events. By definition events can NEVER be the result of a 
conspiracy, they can never result from premeditated planned group action. An excellent example is the Kennedy 
assassination when, within 9 hours of the Dallas tragedy, TV networks announced the shooting was NOT a 



conspiracy, regardless of the fact that a negative proposition can never be proven, and that the investigation had 
barely begun. 

Woe betide any book or author that falls outside the official guidelines. Foundation support is not there. 
Publishers get cold feet. Distribution is hit and miss, or non-existent. 

Just to ensure the official line dominates, in 1946 the Rockefeller Foundation allotted $139,000 for an 
official history of World War Two. This to avoid a repeat of debunking history books which embarrassed the 
Establishment after World War One. The reader will be interested to know that The Order we are about to 
investigate had great foresight, back in the 1880s, to create both the American Historical Association and the 
American Economic Association (most economists were then more historians than analysts) under their terms, 
with their people and their objectives. Andrew Dickson White was a member of The Order and the first 
President of the American Historical Association. 

Failure of Official History 

Times have changed. The weaknesses, inconsistencies and plain untruths in official history have surfaced. In 
the 1980s it is rare to find a thinking reader who accepts official history. Most believe it has been more or less 
packaged for mass consumption by naive or greedy 
historians. Although an historian who will stick out his neck and buck the trend is rare, some who do are 
victims of an even deeper game. Conspiracy then is an accepted explanation for many events at the intelligent 
grass roots level, that level furthest removed from the influence of The Order. We can cite at random the 
Kennedy assassination where the official "lone gunman" theory was never accepted by Americans in the 
street; Watergate, where a "deep throat" informer and erased tapes reek of conspiracy, and Pearl Harbor, 
where Rear Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Major General Walter C. Short took the rap for General 
George C. Marshall and President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The revisionist historian has a double burden as well as a double task. The double burden is that research 
likely to question the official historical line will not get financed. The double task is that research must be 
more than usually careful and precise. 

A non-official work is  not  going to be judged on its  merits.  The work will be judged on  the  basis  of  its  
acceptability to a predetermined historical standard. What this standard is we shall explore later. 

Hypotheses and Method 

Which brings us to methodology. In this volume we will present three hypotheses. What is a hypothesis? 
A hypothesis is a theory, a working theory, a start point, which has to be supported by evidence. We arrived 
at these three hypotheses by examining certain documents which will also be described. The official history 
hatchet mongers will scream that our hypotheses are now being presented as proven assertions - and 
whatever we write here will not stop the screams. But again, these are only hypotheses at this point, they have 
to be supported with evidence. They are a first step in a logical research process. 

Now in scientific methodology a hypothesis can be proven. It cannot be disproven. It is up to the reader 
to decide whether the evidence presented later supports, or does not support, the hypotheses. Obviously no 
one author, critic, or reader can decide either way until all the evidence has been presented. 

We also intend to use two other principles of scientific research ignored by official establishment 
historians. 

Firstly, in science the simplest explanation to a problem is always the most acceptable solution. By 
contrast, in establishment history, a simple answer is usually criticized as "simplistic." What the critic implies 
is "The poor writer hasn't used all the facts," In other words, it's a cheap "putdown" without the necessity of 
providing an alternate answer or additional facts. 

Secondly, again in science, an answer that fits the most cases, i.e., the most general answer, is also the most 
acceptable answer. For example, you have 12 events to explain and a theory that fits 11 of these events. That 
theory is more acceptable than a theory that fits only 4 or 5 of the events. 



The Devil Theory of History 

Using this methodology we are going to argue and present detailed precise evidence (including names, 
dates and places) that the only reasonable explanation for recent history in the United States is that there 
exists a conspiracy to use political power for ends which are inconsistent with the Constitution. 

This is known by the official historians as the "devil theory of history," which again is a quick, cheap 
device for brushing facts under the rug. However, these critics ignore, for example, the Sherman Act, i.e., the 
anti-trust laws where conspiracy is the basic accepted theory. If there can be a conspiracy in the market place, 
then why not in the political arena? Are politicians any purer than businessmen? Following the antitrust laws 
we know that conspiracy can only be proven in a specific manner. A similar pattern of market actions is not 
proof of conspiracy. Just because something looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and all the ducks act 
similarly, does not make it a duck - or a conspiracy. Under the Sherman Act a similar pattern of prices, where 
all prices are the same, is not proof of conspiracy. Similarity of prices can occur in a purely competitive 
market. Neither is similar political action necessarily a conspiracy. 

Proof of conspiracy requires specific types of evidence, i.e.,: 

(a) there must be secret meetings of the participants and efforts made to conceal joint actions, 
(b) those meetings must jointly agree to take a course of action, 

(c) and this action must be illegal. 

The Council on Foreign Relations 

Widely accepted explanations of recent history based on a conspiracy theory do not present evidence that 
fits the above criteria. For example, the Council on Foreign Relations cannot be claimed as a conspiracy even 
for the period since its founding in 1921. Membership in the CFR is not a secret. Membership lists are freely 
available for the cost of a postage stamp. There is no proof that the entire membership conspires to commit 
illegal acts. 

What has to be proven in any conspiracy explanation of history is that the participants have secret 
groupings, and meet to plan illegal actions. 

Members of the CFR, when accused of being involved in a conspiracy, have protested to the contrary. 
And by and large they are right. Most CFR members are not involved in a conspiracy and have no knowledge 
of any conspiracy. And some personally known to the author are about the last people on earth to get involved 
in an illegal conspiracy. 

HOWEVER, there is a group WITHIN the Council of Foreign Relations which belongs to a secret society, 
sworn to secrecy, and which more or less controls the CFR. CFR meetings are used for their own purposes, i.e., to 
push out ideas, to weigh up people who might be useful, to use meetings as a forum for discussion. 

These members are in The Order. Their membership in The Order can be proven. Their meetings can be 
proven. Their objectives are plainly unconstitutional. And this ORDER has existed for 150 years in the United 
States. 



Memorandum Number Two: The Order - What It Is And How It 
Began 

THOSE on the inside know it as The Order. Others have known it for more than 150 years as Chapter 322 
of a German secret society. More formally for legal purposes, The Order was incorporated as The Russell Trust 
in 1856. It was also once known as the "Brotherhood of Death." Those who make light of it, or want to make 
fun of it, call it "Skull & Bones," or just plain "Bones." 

The American chapter of this German order was founded in 1833 at Yale University by General William 
Huntington Russell and Alphonso Taft who, in 1876, became Secretary of War in the Grant Administration. 
Alphonso Taft was the father of William Howard Taft, the only to be both President and Chief Justice of the 
United States. 

What Is The Order? 

The Order is not just another campus Greek letter fraternal society with passwords and handgrips, common 
to most campuses. Chapter 322 is a secret society whose members are sworn to silence. It only exists on the 
Yale campus (that we know about). It has rules. It has ceremonial rites. It is not at all happy with prying, 
probing citizens - known among initiates as "outsiders" or "vandals." Its members always deny membership (or 
are supposed to deny membership) and in checking hundreds of autobiographical listings for members we 
found only half a dozen who cited an affiliation with Skull & Bones. The rest were 
nt. An interesting point is whether the many members in various Administrations or who hold government 
positions have declared their members in the biographical data supplied for FBI "background checks. 

Above all, The Order is powerful, unbelievably powerful. If the reader will persist and examine the evidence 
to be presented - which is overwhelming - there is no doubt his view of the world will suddenly come sharply 
into focus, with almost frightening clarity. t 

Before we go further we need to add a couple of important observations about The Order: 
● It is a Senior year society which exists only at Yale. Members are chosen in their Junior year and spend only 
one year on campus, the 5enior year, with Skull & Bones. In other words, the organization is oriented to the 
post graduate outside world. The Order meets annually - patriarchs only - on Deer Island in the St. Lawrence 
River. 
● Senior societies are unique to Yale. There are two other senior societies at Yale, but none elsewhere. Scroll & 
Key and Wolf's Head are supposedly competitive societies founded in the mid-19th century. We believe these to 
be part of the same network. Rosenbaum commented in his Esquire article, very accurately, that anyone in the 
Eastern Liberal Establishment who is not a member of Skull & Bones is almost certainly a member of either 
Scroll & Key or Wolf's Head. 

What is the significance of the "322" in Chapter 322? William Russell imported the society from Germany 
and so it has been argued the 322 stands for '32 (from 1832), the second chapter, of this German 
organization. Possibly a chapter 320 and a chapter 321 may exist somewhere And 323 is the designation of a 
room within the Skull & Bones temple at Yale. 

Another interpretation is that The Order is descended from a Greek fraternal society dating back to 
Demosthenes in 322 B.C. This has perhaps some credibility because Bones records are dated by adding 322 
to the current year, i.e., records originating in 1950 are dated Anno - Demostheni 2272. 

How A Member Is Chosen By The Order? 

The selection procedure for new members of The Order has not changed since 1832. Each year 15, and 
only 15, never more, never fewer', are selected. In the past 150 years about 2500 Yale graduates have been 
initiated into The Order. At any one time about 500-600 are alive and active. Roughly about one-quarter of 
these take an active role in furthering the objectives of The Order. The others either lose interest or change 
their minds. They are silent drop-outs. 



A Yale Junior cannot ask to join. There is no electioneering. Juniors are invited to join and are given two 
options: accept or reject. Apparently some amount of personal information is gathered on potential members. 
The following is the kind of evaluation made in the last century; we doubt it has changed too much down to 
the present time: 

● "Frank Moore is an ideal Bones man, he is a hard worker and a man whose efforts have been more for 
Yale than himself. He is manager of the Musical clubs and has been active in Dwight Hall. His 
election will be well deserved and popular." 

● "Don Thompson is a sure man whom the class wishes well for and will be glad to see go. He comes 
from a Bones family." In selection emphasis is placed on athletic ability - the ability to play on a team. The 
most unlikely potential member of The Order is a loner, an iconoclast, an individualist, the man who goes his 
own way in the world. 

1Readers who want more on the cermonial and initiation aspects should read the September. 1977 Esquire article by Ron Rosenbaum. ' The Last Secrets 
of Skull and Bones` Unfortunately, the article completely misses the historical significance of Skull & Bones, although it is an excellent source of lurid details 
and the mumbo-jumbo rites 

The most likely potential member is from a Bones family, who is energetic, resourceful, political and 
probably an amoral team player. A man who understands that to get along you have to go along. A man who 

will sacrifice himself for the good of the team. A moment's reflection illustrates why this is so. In real life the 
thrust of The Order is to :)ring about certain objectives. Honors and financial rewards are guaranteed by the 
power of The Order. But the price of these honors and rewards is sacrifice to the common goal, the goal of 
The Order. Some, perhaps many, have not been willing to pay this price. 

Inside The Order 

Entry into The Order is accompanied by an elaborate ritual and no doubt by psychological conditioning. 
For example: 

"Immediately on entering Bones the neophyte's name is changed. He is no longer known by his name as it 
appears in the college catalogue but like a monk or Knight of Malta or St. John, becomes Knight so and so. 
The old Knights are then known as Patriarch so and so. The outside world are known as Gentiles and 
vandals." 

The Catalogue (or membership list - it became "Addresses" sometime in this century) of Chapter 322, 
however, is made with the usual "outside" names and is unique and impressive. Each member has a copy 
bound in black leather with peculiar symbols on the outside and inside. The symbols presumably have some 
meaning. 

The owner's name and the single letter "D" is gilt-stamped' on the outer cover of earlier issues, at least up 
to the mid-19th century. It then appears to have been omitted, at least on copies we have seen: Each right-
hand page, printed one side only, about 6 x 4 inches, has the members listed for one year and surrounded by 
a heavy black border, :hick in the early years, not so thick in recent decades. This symbolizes the death of the 
person named as he adopts his new name and new life upon entering The Order. 

Most interesting is an entry between the decade lists of members. On the 1833 list, before the 15 
founders' names, are the words "Period 2 Decade 3." Similarly, before names on the 1843 list are the words 
"Period 2 Decade 4." In brief, "Period" stays the same throughout the years, but the "Decade" number 
increases by one in each ten years. No doubt this means something to The Order, else it wouldn't be there. 
Another mystical group of letters and numbers is at the top of the first list of names in 1833, "P.231-D.31." 
The numbers increase by one in each succeeding class. In 1834, for example, the entry reads "P.232-D 32." 

Furthermore, the first class list of 1833 has two blank lines in place of the eleventh name on the list. This 
supports the argument that the society has German origins and this is the listing of the anonymous German 
connection. 



The Members of 1833 

We estimate that at any one time only about one-quarter of the  membership is  active.  Even the  active  
quarter is not always effective or successful. It's instructive to compare 1833 with 1983 and how, over the 
century and a half span, a group of 20-30 families has emerged to dominate The Order. 

The very first name on the very first membership list, Samuel Henshaw Bates, was a private in the Union 
Army, went west to farm in Santa Rosa, California, at that time very much in the boondocks, and died in 
1879. A life not different to millions of other Americans. 

In fact, out of the first 15 members (actually 14 plus the anonymous member), achievements were not much 
greater than we would expect from the cream of a Yale "class". Rufus Hart spent several years in the Ohio 
Senate, Asahel Hooker Lewis was in the Ohio Legislature for a couple of years, Samuel Marshall was an 
Illinois State Legislator for a while, and Frederick Mather was in the New York Legislature. Other members, 
apart from the two founders of The Order, did nothing much with their lives or for The Order. 

By contrast, the two founding members, William Huntington Russell and Alphonso Taft, went far. 
William Russell was a member of the Connecticut State Legislature in 1846-47, a General in the Connecticut 
National Guard from 1862-70, and founded the Collegiate and Commercial Institute in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Alphonso Taft went further: he was Secretary of War in 1876 - the first of several members of 
The Order to hold this post down into the 1950s. Taft became U.S. Attorney General in 1876-7, then U.S. 
Minister to Austria in 1882-4, and finally U.S: Ambassador to Russia in 1884-5. 

During the 150-year interval since 1833, active membership has evolved into a core group of perhaps 20­
30 families; it seems that active members have enough influence to push their sons and relatives into The 
Order, and there is significant inter-marriage among the families. These families fall into two major groups. 

First we find old line American families who arrived on the East coast in the 1600s, e.g., Whitney, Lord, 
Phelps, Wadsworth, Allen, Bundy, Adams and so on. 

Second, we find families who acquired wealth in the last 100 years, sent their sons to Yale and in time 
became almost old line families, e.g., Harriman, Rockefeller, Payne, Davison. 

Some families, like the Whitneys, were Connecticut Yankees and acquired wealth in the nineteenth 
century. 

In the last 150 years a few families in The Order have gained enormous influence in society and the 
world. 

One example is the Lord family. Two branches of this family date from the 1630s: Those descended from 
Nathan Lord and those from Thomas Lord. Other Lords arrived in the U.S. over the years but do not enter our 
discussion. Of these two main branches, only the Thomas Lord group appears to have contributed members to 
The Order. Their ancestry traces to Thomas Lord, who left Essex, England in 1635 in a company led by Rev. 
Thomas Hooker, and settled in what is now Hartford, Connecticut. In fact, part of Hartford is still known as 
Lord's Hill. The line of descent for this Lord family is full of DeForest and Lockwood names because 
intermarriage is more than common among these elite families. 

The first Lord to be initiated into The Order was George DeForest Lord (1854), a New York lawyer. 
Together with his father, Daniel Lord (another Yale graduate), George DeForest Lord established the New 
York law firm of Lord, Day and Lord. Among its present day clients are The New York Times and the Rubin 
Foundation. The Rubin Foundation is one of the financial angels for the Institute for Policy Studies in 
Washington, D.C. 

In the next hundred years five more Lords were initiated into The 
Order: 

Franklin Atkins Lord ('98) 
William Galey Lord ('22) 
Oswald Bates Lord ('26) 
Charles Edwin Lord, II ('49) 
Winston Lord ('59) 

When we ask the question, what have these members achieved? And what are they doing today? a dramatic 
picture emerges . . . as demonstrated in the chart . . . 





Memorandum Number Three: How Much Is Known About The 
Order? 

The openly published literature on The Order amounts to merely two articles over a span of one hundred 
years: The Iconoclast (Volume One, Number One only) published October 13, 1873 and an already cited 
article in Esquire by Ron Rosenbaum, published in 1977. This book and its successors are based on 
unpublished archival material originating with The Order. 

The Iconoclast October 1873) 

Back in October 1873 an enterprising Yale student, stung to action because The Order had taken over Yale 
finances and left the University near poverty, took it upon himself to publish an expose. Unfortunately, some of 
the anonymous student's acutest observations were buried in not-so-good verse. We will reprint some of the 
verse below as in the original Iconoclast because it's impossible to summarize. 

The Yale college newspapers, Courant and Record, had a blackout policy on The Order. As Iconoclast puts 
it, 

"We speak through a new publication, because the college press is closed to those who dare to openly 
mention 'Bones'." 

The College Press was controlled by The Order. From time to time Yale newspapers were run by Editors in 
The Order. For example, one noteworthy editor of the Yale Record also in The Order was Thomas Cochran 
('94), who went on to make a career as an influential partner in the influential banking firm of J.P. Morgan. 

Three paragraphs in this anonymous publication summarize the Iconoclast accusation. 

First, there is a Yale secret society open only to a select few: 

"For more than forty years a secret society called Skull and Bones has existed in Yale College. It receives a 
certain number of men from each class. These are chosen nominally by the members of the class . . ., although 
it is understood that a prominent man's influence avails for his friends and relatives through several years after 
his graduation. By observing the men elected from year to year, we find that they are chosen with a distinct end 
in view, namely, that of obtaining for the society the most honors. Some of these honors are given to literary, 
some to wealthy men. This, then, is the case. Men receive marks of distinction from Yale College or from their 
entire class, because of which they are taken into this secret society. Since Yale honors men, this fraternity 
professes to honor them also." 

Secondly, the Iconoclast states that The Order has obtained control of Yale, and its members care more for 
their society than for Yale: 



"Out of every class Skull and Bones takes its men. They have gone out into the world and have become, 
in many instances, leaders in society. They have obtained control of Yale. Its business is performed by them. 
Money paid to the college must pass into their hands, and be subject to their will. No doubt they are worthy 
men in themselves, but the many whom they looked down upon while in college, cannot so far forget as to 
give money freely into their hands. Men in Wall Street complain that the college comes straight to them for 
help, instead of asking each graduate for his share. The reason is found in a remark made by one of Yale's 
and America's first men: Few will give but Bones men, and they care far more for their society than they do 
for the college.' " 

Finally, the Iconoclast calls The Order a "deadly evil" growing year by year: 
"Year by year the deadly evil is growing. The society was never as obnoxious to the college as it is today, 

and it is just this ill-feeling that shuts the pockets of non-members. Never before has it shown such 
arrogance and self-fancied superiority. It grasps the College Press and endeavors to rule it all. It does not 
deign to show its credentials, but clutches at power with the silence of conscious guilt. 

To tell the good which Yale College has done would be well nigh impossible. To tell the good she might 
do would be yet more difficult. The question, then, is reduced to this - on the one hand lies a source of in­
calculable good, - on the other a society guilty of serious and farreaching crimes. It is Yale College against 
Skull and Bones!! We ask all men, as a question of right, which should be allowed to live?" 

The power of The Order is put to use on behalf of its members even before they leave Yale. Here's a case 
from the late 19th century which predates the cases we will present later and suggests how long immoral use 
of power has prevailed within The Order: 


